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I. SECTION 504 AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 
 
A. Federal Legislation 
 
1. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a federal civil rights statute designed 
to prevent discrimination against individuals with disabilities. 
 
2. ADA refers to the Americans with Disabilities Act, a   federal rights statute enacted in 
1990.  With respect to schools, most aspects of the ADA took effect January 26, 1992. 
 
B.  Definition 
 
1. To qualify under Section 504 and the ADA, an individual must demonstrate that 
he/she has a physical or mental impairment, which substantially limits a major life 
activity, has a record of such impairment or is regarded as having such impairment.  
 
2. Major life activities include, but are not limited to, seeing, hearing, speaking, walking, 
breathing, learning, working, caring for oneself and performing manual tasks.  
  
3. Under Section 504 and the ADA, the disability need not have any effect on the 
student’s ability to learn, so long as the condition substantially limits some other major 
life activity that has implications for the student’s education. 
  
II. SUSPENSION OF SECTION 504/ADA STUDENTS 
 
A. A student identified as an individual with disabilities pursuant to both state and 
federal regulations is subject to the same grounds for suspension, which apply to 
students without such disabilities. 
 
B. Repeated suspension of a student diagnosed as having a disability pursuant to 
Section 504 and/or the ADA without considering the effect of the disability on the 
student’s behavior is a violation of the law.  
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