INFORMATION REGARDING SECTION 504
OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973

Section 504 is an Act which prohibits discrimination against persons with a disability in any
program receiving federal financial assistance. The Act defines 2 person with a disability as
anyone who:

I. Has a mental or physical impairment which substantially limits one or more major
life activity (major life activities include activities such as caring for one’s self,
performing manual tasks, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, leaming, and
working);

2. Has a record of such impairment; or
3. Is regarded as having such an impairment.

In order to fulfill its obligation under Section 504, the Sweetwater School District recognizes a
responsibility to avoid discrimination in policies and practices regarding its personnel and
students. No discrimination against any person with a disability will knowingly be permitted in
any of the programs and practices in the schoo! system.

The school has specific responsibilities in the Act, which is to identify, evaluate, and if the child
is determined to be eligible under Section 504, afford access to appropriate educational
accommodations. '

If the parent or guardian disagrees with the determination made by the professional staff of the
School District, he/she has a right to a hearing with an impartial hearing officer. The request
should be made to the District’s 504 Coordinator within 35 days of the end of the semester in
which the action being appealed occurred.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act also specifies right related to educational
records. This Act gives the parent or guardian the right to: 1) Inspect and review his/her child’s
educational records; 2) make copies of these records; 3) receive a list of all individuals having
access to those records; 4) ask for an explanation of any item in the records; S) ask for an
amendment to any report on the grounds that it is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the child’s
rights; and 6) a hearing on the issue if the school refuses to make the amendment.

If there are questions, please feel free to contact the school principal who is the 504 Coordinator
for this school site, or the District 504 Coordinator, Earl Wiens, at 691-5564
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|. SECTION 504 AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

A. Federal Legislation

1. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a federal civil rights statute designed
to prevent discrimination against individuals with disabilities.

2. ADA refers to the Americans with Disabilities Act, a federal rights statute enacted in
1990. With respect to schools, most aspects of the ADA took effect January 26, 1992.

B. Definition

1. To qualify under Section 504 and the ADA, an individual must demonstrate that
he/she has a physical or mental impairment, which substantially limits a major life
activity, has a record of such impairment or is regarded as having such impairment.

2. Major life activities include, but are not limited to, seeing, hearing, speaking, walking,
breathing, learning, working, caring for oneself and performing manual tasks.

3. Under Section 504 and the ADA, the disability need not have any effect on the
student’s ability to learn, so long as the condition substantially limits some other major
life activity that has implications for the student’s education.

Il. SUSPENSION OF SECTION 504/ADA STUDENTS

A. A student identified as an individual with disabilities pursuant to both state and
federal regulations is subject to the same grounds for suspension, which apply to
students without such disabilities.

B. Repeated suspension of a student diagnosed as having a disability pursuant to
Section 504 and/or the ADA without considering the effect of the disability on the
student’s behavior is a violation of the law.

REFERENCE: Policies: 5313
5314
Regulations: 5314.1-5314.12




SWEETWATER TUNKON HIGH SCHOOL DI[STRI[CT
Student Support Services
1130 Fifth Avenue
Chula Vista, CA 921911
SECTION 504 ACCOMMODATION PLAN

ID#: Student: : ; DOB: , Grade:
 Pareny(s)/Guardian(s): _ _ |

Mother's Work Phone: Father's Work Phone:

Address: ' ' _ City, Zip Code:

Current School of Attendance: ___ ‘ Originator: |

1. Describe the nature of the concern:

2. Describe how the disability affects a major life activity at school:

] QuahﬁesforSectxonSm - o - Qa DoesnotquahfyforSectxonSM
'f student qualifies for Secuon 504 dmh the reasonable accommodations that are necessary: ~

Person(s) R_:sponsiblé: o .  Tide:

g This student’s Section 504 dssabshty would not be expected 1o mterfere with his/her abxlitytoundermd and followschool rules.
' Teacher:_ — Date:___ ’ l_“Teacher _ Date:

Teacher. o Dae Teacher _ Da

Counselor ' Date _ ‘ Nurse__ i _ ‘ Date:

Psychologist Date: '. Admin/Designee __ _ Date:

Other V Tide _ _ Date:

[ hereby acknowledge having been notified of my procedural rights (which are printed on the reverse of this form) under Section 504/
ADA and having agreed to the contents of this plan.

Studem; Date:

Parent/Guardian: : _ _ Date:
Expiration/Review Date: : , : ' . —_—
FORM NO. 7275-99 White - Cumulatwe file Green-Nurse Canary- Counselor Pink - Teacher Goldenrod - Parent /guardian
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