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Your Inside Scoop on the IB Community 

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT  

ON MR. PHELPS 

 

        
 

 

r. Phelps, a Baron and a veteran 

of the IB Program himself, made his way 

back to the halls of Bonita last year to 

accept the position of AP/IB Calculus 

teacher. Though indeed famous for his 

comfortable blue couch, what is engraved 

in the memories of his current students is 

his enthusiasm for teaching, math, and 

helping even the infamously busy IB 

students learn beyond a grade. Admitting 

that he has never worker harder at a 

teaching position, but celebrating it, he 

explains ñitôs always refreshing and 

encouraging to teach students that want to 

learn for the sake of learning.ò  

When asked, ñwhat is it like coming 

backò, Mr. Phelps exclaimed, ñfreaking 

awesomeò before waiting to hear the rest 

of the question. Having invested time and 

effort in the IB program, and having 

enjoyed his student years, he fondly 

describes working with the program and 

helping successive generations conquer 

the world of pi and imaginary numbers 

before May as being ñthe best thing that 
could happen.ò 

The tone venerating from both his lessons 

and lectures is one of excellence as Mr. 

Phelps encourages his students ñto give 

[their] all to everything [they] do.ò To 

students, he tries to deliver the message 

ñbe phenomenal, donôt slide by on what 

you are.ò After all, ñgood is the enemy of 

great.ò 

 

 

Vol. I, Issue I  Bonita Vista High School        751 Otay Lakes Road          September- October 2008 

International Baccalaureate 

 

 

 

 
      new school year has come once again, with the realization that an infinite amount of 

challenges await us. Whether itôs a freshman deciding which classes to take, or a senior looking at a 

rigorous class schedule of seven weighted classes, we are all nervous. Truth be told the CAS hours, 

labs, internal assessments, tests and classes that await us this year will be challenging. Yet the fact 

that we, as IB candidates, can handle as much as we are willing to take on is what sets us apart. Our 

dedication and passion to work hard and make a change is what makes the IB program so special, and 

an honor to be part of.  

Most of us are dedicated to numerous activities, apart from the IB program, including clubs, sports, 

and other extra curricular activities. Yet candidates still have time to be involved in numerous world 

problems. Our planning is just beginning, yet we expect great outcomes from all thirty-two of us. This 

year, the IB club has ambitious plans to educate our campus about the Invisible Children in Uganda, 

to promote a culture day, to participate in Earth Day, and to continue our landmine awareness project. 
IB candidatesô mindsets differ from most: IB triumphant, IB boundless, IB the future! 
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By Michelle Moshiri  
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For the past 27 years, Northern Uganda has not seen peace. Their best schools are those still 

standing and their most successful children are those still alive. Having been terrorized by a 

political rebellion group, Ugandaôs government has lost momentum and its people have been 

involuntarily plunged into a war. So in efforts to live up to the ñinternationalò in International 

Baccalaureate, the IB Club has embarked on its latest project. In a joint collaboration with the 

Invisible Children Club on campus, the IB Club will be working to raise awareness and funding 

to rebuild the war-torn schools in Northern Uganda. By doing so, we can extend a helping hand 

across the hemisphere courtesy of Bonita Vista High Schoolôs solidarity. 

By Sahil Seth 

By Olivia Gonzalez  

 

IB Class of 2009 Lends A Helping Hand In 

The Invisible Children Project 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IB CLUB OFFICER PROFILES 

 

Sahil Seth--President 

ñSLIGHTLY 

FLAMBOYANTò is the adjective 

that springs to life when 

describing Sahil Sethôs character. 

Indeed, Sahil emotes a vivacious 

and amiable spirit that is felt by all 

who encounter him. Along with 

manning the position of IB Club 

President, Sahil also participates 

in a variety of clubs and activities 

including Model United Nations, 

Class Congress, and Music 

Machine. He hopes to attend 

Oxford University to realize his 

dream of becoming a doctor--an 

ambitious goal that will only be 

strengthened by his strong love for 

the sciences.  

However, no matter how 

strenuous his life may be, Sahil 

adopts an easygoing outlook that 

is evident in his favorite quote, 

ñDonôt take life too seriously, you 

will never get our alive.ò Always 

dapperly dressed, this gregarious 

fellow enjoys hanging out with his 

friends and having fun. With his 

high school career coming down 

to an end, Sahil hopes to 

ñestablish a legacy in all areas of 

high schoolò; although grand in its 

scheme, itôs nevertheless a desire 

well fueled. 
                  By Christina Son  

Juan Feregrino--V.P. 

With a love of video games, 

soccer and other sports, Juan is 

an active senior who has taken 

on the thrills and challenges of 

the IB program, along with 

being selected Vice- President 

of the club. Aside from all the 

work pertaining to the club and 

school, he is also president of 

MECHA, and is involved with 

various campus sports. Born in 

Guadalajara, Juan faced many 

challenges trying to assimilate 

into a new country and school. 

However, in the future, Juan 

wishes to return to a school 

outside of the US to study 

International Business. A 

dedicated Vice President, Juan 

brings many ideas to the table, 

and is an asset to not only the 

club, but the program as 

well.  
                  By Sahil Seth 

Renee Crawford--       

Treasurer 

Renee Crawford is this yearôs 

IB Club Treasurer and one of 

our fine leaders. She is an 

active member of our school; 

she is an officer and/or member 

of several clubs such as Schools 

for Schools, the Invisible 

Children Club, Link Crew, Dog 

Pound and many others. A 

scholar-athlete, Renee plays 

soccer and Varsity field hockey 

and lacrosse for our school as 

well as various club sports. She 

does this all while maintaining 

high grades in AP and IB 

classes. Additionally, Renee 

serves as the co-coordinator for 

our successful Peer Counseling 

program. Ren®eôs dream 

schools are Stanford and UC 

Berkley where she plans on 

studying Business and 
Psychology and, eventually 

attending law school. Renee 

Crawford is one of the IB 

hopefuls of this year, and a 

force to be reckoned with when 

it comes to her goals, so watch 
out for her in the future. 

From Left to Right: Christina Son, Michelle Moshiri, Juan Feregrino, 

Sahil Seth, Olivia Gonzalez, Laura Ooi; missing: Renee Crawford 

Laura Ooi--Secretary 

 Laura Ooi is this yearôs IB 
Club secretary. She is an active 

member of the varsity Field 

Hockey team and also a 

Secretary for Link Crew. Aside 

from these jobs, Laura is 

enthusiastic and ready to work. 

She is a fun person who is not 

afraid of what others think of her, 

let alone how they react to her 

dancing ñLittle BV Linker,ò one 

of the many ice breaker games in 

Link Crew. Her parents are from 

Malaysia and Laura was born in 

New York. Lauraôs favorite thing 

to do is play sports, especially 

soccer. Among other things, Laura 

enjoys traveling, ñIôve been to 

China, Peru, Thailand, and 

Malaysia.ò Laura hopes to study 

medicine at UC Berkeley where 

she will major in pediatrics. 

   By Laura Ooi  

By Juan  Feregrino  

Olivia  Gonzalez-- 

Public Relations 

Always armed with a laugh or a 

smile, Olivia Gonzalez comes to 

school ready to annihilate the 

traditional grumbling and 

growling of the proud IB student, 

exhausted from the 

characteristically heavy workload. 

Well-rounded, she can easily 

transition between the personae of 

the pensive philosopher in Theory 

of Knowledge to the fiercely 

competitive athlete on the Girlsô 

Tennis Team and then to the 

socially concerned co-founder of 

the BVH chapter of Invisible 

Children. Cheerful and friendly, 

intelligent and hard-working, 

Olivia will surely bring the same 

degree of excellence to her role as 

PR officer of the IB Club that she 
brings to the program itself. 

By Michelle Moshiri  

Christina Son-- 

Community Service 

Liasion 

    This year, one of the 

Community Service officers for 

the IB Club is Christina Son. 

Christina is a very involved 

member of our school. She is 

not only in IB Club, but also is 

an officer of Green Club, and a 

member of Key Club and Link 

Crew. Christina enjoys playing 

lacrosse for the school team 

during spring season. Her 

hobbies include playing the 

French horn, playing guitar for 

her youth group, and watching 

The Office. In school, Christina 

is an excellent student, and her 

favorite subject is English. She 

is determined to make her 

senior year the best it can be. 

ñMy goal for this year is to 

finish high school strong and 

not get senioritis,ò Christina 

states. She hopes to go on next 

year to Brown University where 

she will major in Nutrition. 

By Renee Crawford  

Michelle Moshiri - 

Community Service 

Liasion 

Infamous for a sharp wit and 

rare intellect, Michelle 

Moshiri is an unique asset to 

the IB program. Not only is 

Michelle an engaging 

speaker, she can always be 

counted on to be a catalyst 

for fascinating class 

discussions. Armed with a 

broad range of knowledge 

and unparalleled insight, she 

is an active member of the 

BVH Academic League 

team, while her areas of 

academic interest are 

primarily theology, writing, 

and politics. Michelle is a 

rare hybrid of academic 

focus and a colorful sense of 

humor and will no doubt be 

leaving a positive impact on 

the world in her future 

endeavors. 

        By Olivia Gonzalez  


